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"I have always felt, and said accordingly, that the great gift of
freedom can never come to a people through charity. We must win it
before we can own it. India's opportunity for winning it will come
to her when she can prove that she is morally superior to the people
who rule by their strength of conquest. She must willingly accept her
penance of suffering—the suffering which is the crown of the great.
Armed with her utter faith in goodness, she must stand unabashed
before the arrogance that scoffs at the power of spirit.
"And you have come to your motherland in the time of her need
to remind her of her mission, to lead her in the true path of conquest,
to purge her present-day politics of its feebleness, which imagines
that it has gained its purpose when it struts in the borrowed feathers
of diplomatic dishonesty.
"This is why I pray fervently that nothing that tends to weaken
our spiritual freedom may intrude into our marching line, that
martyrdom for its cause of truth may never degenerate into fanati-
cism for mere verbal forms, descending into the self-deception that
hides itself behind sacred aims.35
Gandhi was thinking on similar lines. When he saw the actual
state of things at Nadiad and heard reports of the happenings in
Kheda, it suddenly dawned upon him that he had committed a
grave error in calling the people to launch upon civil disobedience
prematurely: "A satyagrahi obeys the laws of society intelligently
and of his own free will, because he considers it to be his duty to do
so. It is only when a person has thus obeyed the laws of society
scrupulously that he is in a position to judge as to which particular
deeds are good and just, and which unjust and iniquitous. Only then
does the right accrue to him of the civil disobedience of certain laws
in well-defined circumstances. My error lay in my failure to observe
this necessary limitation. I had called upon the people to launch
upon civil disobedience before they had thus qualified themselves
for it, and this mistake of mine seemed to me to be of a Himalayan
magnitude."
Gandhi reached Bombay, raised through the Satyagraha Sabha
a corps of volunteers, and with their help, commenced the work
of explaining the people the meaning and inner significance of
satyagraha. This was principally done through leaflets. Gandhi found
it difficult to interest people in the peaceful side of^satyagraha. He
. realized that the progress of the training in civil disbbedience was

